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1. Before the preasent building was erected there
gtood a frame churoh erected in 1837 when the
population of Indianapoliq was less than 2500,

-({Church record)

Mhe present ehurch edifice was erectel in 1857
when the population of Indianapoli% wag a little
over 15000. | —(Fhurch record)

3. The Architect was Wm. Tinslev who was born in
Colonmel, Ireland, Yeb., 7, 1804, and died in
Cineinnati, Ohio, June 14 1885. .

~{Information by Mrs. H. M. Glosqbrenner
alao Church record)

4. The original chancel was rectangular in shane,
size about 12 ft. wide. (Shown on blue print
of first floor in possession of ﬂobert Froast
Daggett) The chimes were placed in tower in

- 1860, Bells cast at Troy, N. Y.
—(Church record)

5., The spire wag congtructed in 1869 from orieinal
plans. _ -{ Churech record)

6. Mhe South wood porch, enlarged chancel, parish
house, rood gsecreen, reredos and chancel windows
were designed by C.R. Lamh, Architect, New York
in 1900. UOntractor- %erd C. Smock, Indianapolis.

7. The finial on top of Splre spells "Fbrist" from
the Greek (CHI-THO)
(Information by %ev. T. Ainger
Powell, prasant Pastor)

B. Mhe original choir and organ was in the transept
(Verified by church record photogranhs)

9. The or1g1nal-vestry was to the north of chancel
where the organ chamber is now located.

(Information from blue prin% of first 1”lom:-

plan by wobert srogt 3a?gett)
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10. The basemsnt wag added in 1927 according
to plans of Robert “rost Dagmett, Archi-
_tgct, indisnapolis. Leslie Colwvin, tontract-
or, lndiananolis. Phis required the under-
pinnlng of masonry walls.
(Verbal information hv Johert Prost Dapgpett)

1l. Marbvle altar donated by family of Col. Wli
Lilly. -{Church “ecord)

12. Brags lecturn donated by MYrs. Cecelis M.
Wulsin. | ~-{Church reco~d)

1%, Brass and oak pulpnit donated by Dr. J. HEwing
Mears. -{ Church record)

14, Marble Baontistry - Besigned by Cram, ftoodhue
& Ferguson, New York.
~(Information bv Robert Frost Nageett)

March, 1934
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The movement Pfor the organization of christ Church
was begun in April, 1837. 1In point of time it was
- the fifth of the religious bodies of the city 1o
begin formal work in Indianapolis. The population
0f the city at this time was about 2500, The first
gervice was held osuly 9, 1837. A meeting flor or-
ganization wgs held on dUlV 13, 1837. +thirty people
attended thigs mseting. rhe name chosen was "The
Parish of Christ Church.™ The Hev. 4.3, Britton was
the first regulsrly appointed minister and he
gserved in thig capacity until 1840,

‘*he firgt veatry was elected August 21, 1837. The
organization was received into union with the
Diocese in 1838, The erection of a house of wor-
g8hip wae begun without delay and the cornsr stone.
was placed on HMay 7, 1838, by Bishop Jackson xemper,
the first pishop of Indiana assisted by the Masonmc
urder,

*he first ssrvices in the new church were held Hov. .
18, 1838, and the church was consecrated December 16 .
of the game year. 7he first church building was a
plain but neatly finished and etrongly bailt Gothic

edifice of wood frame construction, it was considered

to pe the handeomast church in Indianas and many let-
ters were received from various parts of the 3tate re—
questing drawings of the spire, as it wse then called,
this being mer=ly a belfry stuck upon the front gable
of the church. ‘the building:’ was used until 1857,

when it was sold to the African methodist Church and
removed to west yeorgia Strest, where it subsaquent-
ly burned, it was claimed, oy incendiaries.

The present churech building wae srected in 1857 the i
population of the city at that time bpeing a li++le
over 15,000, +he Censug of 1860 gives it as 18,611.

the original church building did not have the nresent -
chancel, parish house, basemant, and entrance porch,
ihe parish houss vasg addeﬁ and the chancel was en-
larged io0 its present - dimensions in 1900, tine rectorv
giving place to the enlarged chancel and parish nouse.
The chimes were added in 1860, and were heard for the
flrst time Saptember 14 1860 mhe spire waa added in
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1869, the *¥inial at the top spelling "Christ”
(Greek - CHU-RHO)

"he old cnancel was about 12 ft. x 23 ft.,reect-
angular in shape before being enlarged:; the choir
was in the Xast end of the trangept: the organ

was in the Sountheast corner of trangept; the veatr)
was o the liorth of the chancel whers the organ is
now. ‘the ves*ry had an ou=side entrance in rear.

Mhe wood screen bpetween transapt and chancel was adg-
ded in 1900; %the tront porch in 1900; the basament
in 1927,

All Indianapolis and Indiana have s sentimentsal in-
tereat in Christ Church, varticularly becaunse of
ita asseociation with the Monument in making the
Circle attractive. Some eall it "The Little Church
around the Corner™ of Indianapolis. It atands in
the heart of the ousineas district, ons sguare re-
moved from Washington Street, the main business
gtreet of Indianapolis, and nex+ to the Board of
Trade Bnilding.

Bomatimes predictions are made that Chriast church
aventually will be driven from the buginess district
but, somehow, thia church is woven into *the city's

" business life in a way that makes it part of it. ‘he
doors are always open and many businesg men and women
steal into its quiet pews for a few momants of re-
flection and prayer during the dav. ‘the clatter of
traffic and the hum of voices of passers-bv are but
dimly heard within,

‘the interior ot the church is impressive in its
besuty. windows vearing Christian symbols are num-
grous, several of them very coatly. TFormer rectors
have been wegll remembered by dedication of windows
in tneir memory. Yamily memorials to beloved dead
‘are also found in the beauntiful windows. rhe in-
terior 48 given the apnearance or massiveness bv
1arge flying arch truases that undersvan the roof,
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These timhers are of a type that could with diffi-
“eulty be reproduced today. ™hey sweep acrosg the
space beneath the.pitched roof and. impress one with
fheir strnngth and grace.

One of the striking features of the bulldlng is the
"vine~clad narish house, from which the vines are
. creeping up the rugged stone walls of *the church
proney, gradually restoring $0 it *the apnearance of
0ld days when the en+1re building was covered with
vines. _

rhe Toregoing historical sketch of Christ Church

was compiled by Paul Lieske from the church records

. and data furnished vy srs. H. M. Glossbrenner. fr.
‘Lieske was a member of a group of Pour assipned to

this prolect in connection with the Historic.

. American Rulldings aurvey in indiana,
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